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Office of Public Affairs and Public Relations
Western Kentucky University
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEliSE
Robert G. Cochran, Dean of Public Affairs
Ed Given, Assistant to the Dean
BOlrlling Green, Ky., Feb. 23 ••. Bowling Green High School is one of three high
schools in southwestern Kentucky selected to utilize a special learning program
provided by a federal grant and directed by a staff from Western Kentucky University
with the cooperation of local school officials.
The overall program, entitled' "Proj ect Talent Identification and

Utilization",

also is conducting pilot programs at Russellville High School with programmed
learning in mathematics and at Hopkinsville Attucks High School i n science.

The

program at Bowling Green specializes in English and creative writing.
"Project Talent" seeks to identify and utilize talented--but financially
deprived--high school students who can benefit from college or vocational training.
The need for such a project was determined through research studies, which revealed
specific talents of high school and college dropouts, by Western Kentucky University
and the Kentucky Department of Education.
Approximately 200 stUdents at Bowling Green High were selected to participate
in the program designed to stimulate creative expression and promote the usage of
literary works.

The students are provided with study materials in addition to

guidance and counseling services.
Dr. Emmett Burkeen, a member of Western's College of Education, is serving
as Director of "Project Talent".

Ill'. Burkeen oversees the work of university

coordinators, high school officials, and instructors involved i n the local programs.
Joseph Boggs of Western's D<spartment of English is serving as coordinator
at Bowling Green High, with the assistance of Superintendent W.R. McNeill,
Superviser Otto Mattei and instructors Mrs. Estell Wheat and

Bill Price .

The program at Russellville is being held under coordinator Dr. Harlan

Stuckwisch with the aid of Superintendant R.E. Stevenson, Principal Roy D. Reynolds, Jr.,
and instructors Emmett Collins and Roy Kirby.
Superintendent Gene Farley, Principal Frank Simpson, instructors Franklin
Easterly and J .M. Bronaugh, and coordinators Dr. E-1.rl Murphy are involved in the
pilot program at Hopkinsville Attucks.
Individuals involved with Project Talent are encouraged with the results of
the pilot proj ects and are making plans to broaden the scope of the program by
expanding into more high schools and additional study areas.

